6o 


The Mother’s Gift, 
STORY VL 



The fatal Effe£ls of a mrfiahenYoxi^X'.tk, 


Children tike tender Oziers take the Botv, 

Jnd as they frji are fijhiontd^ always ^ow ) 
For xvhat we learn in Xouth^ to hat al,ue 
“ In age we are byjccond nature prone.'* 
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H AT the fevere exertion of 
parental authority deftroys all 
filial 


The Mother’s Gift. 6i 
filial love aud confidence, and Im- 
plants cunning and difiimulation, is 
an undoubted truth. The other ex- 
treme of unlimited indulgence is pro- 
dudive of effecls, equally fatal to the 
difpofition and happinefs of the child. 

Mrs. Belford had been the mother 
of feven children, but none of them 
furvived the firftyear except Yi'illiam, 
of whom Ihe became fo immoderate- 
ly fjnd, that fhe never gave him the 
leaft contradidion. It was an unpar- 
donable offence in a fervant to refufe 
him any thing. He was fuffered to 
teaze and hurt not only animals, but 
every child who came to play with 
him. They were to have no inclina- 
tions contrary to his, but to be en- 
tirely fubfervient to his imperious 
will and pleafure. Obferving the 
power his tears gave him over the 
whple fapiily, he was incefTant- 
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